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President of the Council of the League of Nations that
general  mobilisation  could   no   longer   be  delayed.   He
signed the decree of mobilisation for his own provinces and
locked it in his desk.
We had a dry day.
October's first week was full of alarms for a windy Press.
On the last Sunday of September the Emperor signed, but
did not issue, the order for general mobilisation. He had
agreed to postpone, to silence Mulugeta and his party, until
the politic moment arrived.
Knickerbocker, for his part, beat his drums in every
village of Ethiopia, and flashed his beacon fires from hill to
hill. In recompense for this journalistic enterprise his
colleagues agreed to present Knickerbocker with a small
toy drum.
I do not know whether Signor Mussolini reads, as he
regularly writes in the Hearst Press. But it was interesting
to note that, among his excuses for aggression, he claimed
that the Ethiopian general mobilisation was a hostile act
against which he had to defend himself. The Ethiopian
general mobilisation was not ordered until five hours after
the Italian bombardment of Adowa.
Signor Mussolini must have been very startled by the
toy drum.
In point of fact the Tigrean guards of Ras Seyyum had
been withdrawn thirty kilometres from the frontier for
many months. Only a few scouts stood along the dry bed
of the Mareb on October 3, when the Disperata squadron
droned over to Adowa and the tanks forced the crossing
opposite Adowa, Entiscio and Adigrat.
Seyyum had long been ready for a war of withdrawal
until the armies of Kassa and Mulugeta arrived. On
October i he received orders from the Emperor to stand by.
On October i the Italians entered what was generally
admitted to be Ethiopian territory at Moussa Ali, a lava
mountain sown with caves, on the edge of Ethiopian
Danakil : a landmark, waterless and hard, on the
Mohammedan slave route from old Ethiopia to the Red
Sea. The frontier had never been delimited, but lay
according to treaty sixty kilometres from the coast. An

